
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5TH June 2026 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Urgent Action Required: Free School Meals is changing – check your eligibility from today! 

From Monday 1 June 2026, the government is changing the free school meals system. More families 

than ever before will now qualify for free school lunches. 

Because the rules are changing, all existing transitional protections are ending. This means that every 

family must be re-checked before the new school year starts.   If your child is currently in receipt of 

Free School Meals, you must also re-apply using the link below. 

If you do not complete this check, your child’s free school meals may stop in September. 

From Monday 1 June 2026, children in households in receipt of universal credit, with annual 

household earnings above £7,400 will be entitled to 'expanded' free school meals. 

If your child was previously refused free school meals, you can apply again from Monday 1 June 

2026. 

Applications are accepted from Monday 1 June 2026 and children who qualify under this expanded 

eligibility will receive free school meals only, from Tuesday 1 September 2026. 

What you need to do: 

Please click the secure link below to complete an online application. 

Free school meals | Leicester City Council 

What you will need: 

• Your national insurance number (or national asylum support service number) 

• Your date of birth 

• Your legal name 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.leicester.gov.uk/schools-and-education/free-school-meals


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or require digital assistance to complete the form, please contact the 

school office. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Ms K Davies  

Finance Manager 

  

We apologise for any confusion or inconvenience caused by our previous notice. Please contact the 

FSM team on education.fsm@leicester.gov.uk or 0116 4541009, option 3, if there is a problem. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation and support, 
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