Year 6 Curriculum Letter - Spring 1- 2026
Our theme for Spring Term 1 is: English: Mathematics

Amazing Australia

Our _main focuses are:

® To understand the geography of Australia and the
surrounding continent

e To discuss the characteristics of Australian ani-
mals

® To group animals based on their characteristics

Our theme will last for:
6 weeks

Art

Pupils in Year Six will be studying the Wentworth Gal-
leries in Sydney, Australia. We will investigate the art
style and its features, before attempting our own in-
spired art!

French

This half-term, pupils will be discussing the weekend in
French and we will then be using this to improve our
discussion skills in the French language.

In English, we will be starting our next novel study unit, reading the
book 'Song Walker' by Zillah Bethell. As we read through the book, our
work in English will be based around the events and characters in the
novel. We will be:

° In English, we will be writing an alternate chapter, based on the
themes in the book. Watch out- it will be a dramatic onel!
. Our new book talks about an amazing part of Australia called

“The Outback,"” therefore we will be creating information sheets
to explain all the wonderful things that you can see do in Aus-
tralia in the style of a travel brochure.

This term, we will be practising reading papers on a regular basis. It is
therefore really important that pupils read on a daily basis. If you

would like to help your child, please speak to your child's class teacher
about how you can support them at home.

In this half-term, we will be teaching to the
specific needs of our classes. The topics we will be
covering are:

. Word problems in real life contexts - you could support your child by
discussing with them 'the Maths.' that is all around us and talk about
how you would solve these problems.

. Interpreting and analysing pie-charts and line-graphs.

. Beginning to investigate algebra.

. Using our knowledge of 2D shapes, we will look at how to interpret 3D
shapes from their net.

. Describing a shape's position in all four quadrants, including reflecting
and translating a shape.

. Arithmetic skills will continue to be a key part of our learning this half-

term, as will times tables facts. Children should make sure they know all
tables as well as associated division facts, as this will help them to
achieve highly during our weekly Arithmetic sessions.

No Outsiders in our School:

During our 'No Outsiders in our School' lessons, we will
be looking at the story 'King of the Sky'. This powerful
and beautifully illustrated story will be used to help us
talk about migration and the meaning of home.

P.S.H.E. and e-safety:

We will be exploring whether our online self is a true
reflection of our real self, as well as how different
forms of media choose to present information and the
effects this can have on us as consumers of media.

Behaviour and Safety.

We are going to be thinking about what the difference
between healthy and unhealthy relationships, both in
person and online.

R.E.
We will be debating and analysing how people from
different faiths choose between right or wrong.
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Geography .

During our topic, we will be using atlases and maps to find where Aus-

tralia is situated and also to discover what geographical features are

nearby. We will learn about the climate of Australia and recap geo-
graphical vocabulary. Furthermore, we will also be:

. Discovering what life is like for people in Australia.

. Comparing Australia o the United Kingdom, in terms of both
human and physical geography.

J Re-capping our knowledge of countries and continents.

. Identifying the major urban centres in Australia and investigat-
ing how they are important for trade and transportation.

J Analysing the location of settlements in Australia and where

they are in relation to rivers and the coastline.

Science

We will be using ‘Amazing Australia’ as inspiration for
Science. We wi?l be investigating the features of animals
in Australia and looking at their characteristics and habi-
tats. Having done this, we will then be characterising
them and grouping them based on these. Do you know the
difference between a kangaroo and a wallaby?

Computing

During this half-term, we will be looking at computer networks and how they
work. We will be exploring how information is transmitted on local and wider
networks. Then we will be using our knowledge of these systems to create our
owh ‘networks’ using our exciting 'LittleBits' kit. This is a system of electronic
building blocks that snap together to turn ideas into inventions - such as making
a mini Mars Rover or creating our own musical instruments!

Music

In our Music sessions, we will be continuing to work on our skills and rhythm
whilst practising with the steel pans. Also, we are going to start to rehearse
longer pieces of music. Hopefully we can share some of these with you soon.

British Values
Our focus for British Values for this half-term will be 'Individual Liberty.” What
do you think this means? Maybe you could share some ideas on Seesaw.

P.E.

For this half-term, we will focus on gymnastics. We will
learn this exciting new discipline and refine our move-
ment and balancing skills. These sessions will be mostly
inside so please ensure your child has appropriate
clothes and that jewellery is removed for P.E. sessions.

‘% however if your child could have their
%' "Q P.E. kit in school at all times, this would
LL@ useful.

P.E. lessons take place on a Wednesday,

O

Shared home learning:

Please encourage your child to read for 20 minutes, as a minimum, every da
Maths and grammar homework will continue to go home every Friday. A topic project will be set in the coming wee

y. This should be logged in their r‘eadinzsjournal on a daily basis.

on Seesaw - for this one you can let

your creativity take hold! If your child is having any issues accessing Seesaw, please speak to your child's class teacher as soon as possible. Spellings will be

assessed in class throughout the week as part of our Spellings lessons.

Important Dates:
6th January—Wondernoon!

28th and 29th January- Temple Visit
w/c 9th February- Children's Mental Health week
10th February- Safer Internet Day
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