
Where to go for further help and information: 

Private fostering: better information, better understanding (Ofsted) 

The Children (Private Arrangements for Fostering) Regulations 

2005 

National Minimum Standards for Private Fostering 2005 

Replacement Children Act 1989 Guidance on Private Fostering 

2005 

www.privatefostering.org.uk 

If you are concerned about a child who you think may be subject 
to a private Fostering Arrangement, please speak to one of our 
DSLs. 

 

Mr Gregory is our Private 
Fostering Lead. 

Private 
Fostering 
Alderman Richard Hallam Primary School 

https://www.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Private-fostering-better-information-better-understanding.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/1533/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/1533/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-minimum-standards-for-private-fostering
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-act-1989-private-fostering
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-act-1989-private-fostering
https://corambaaf.org.uk/fostering-adoption/kinship-care-and-private-fostering/private-fostering


What is Private Fostering? 

A private fostering arrangement is one that is made privately (without 
the involvement of a local authority) for the care of a child under the age 
of 16 years (under 18, if disabled) by someone other than a parent or 
close relative, in their own home, with the intention that it should last 
for 28 days or more.  

Close family relative is defined as a ‘grandparent, brother, sister, uncle or 
aunt’ and includes half-siblings and step-parents; it does not include 
great-aunts or uncles, great grandparents or cousins. 

Why are children in private foster care? 

Most frequently, young people are in private foster care for the 

following reasons: 

• Children from other countries sent to live in the UK with extended 

family 

• Host families for language schools 

• Parental ill-health 

• Where parents who have moved away, but the child stays behind 

(eg. to stay at the same school to finish exams) 

• Teenagers estranged from their families 

 

The Ofsted report into Private Fostering also refers to these reasons: 

• Children brought from outside the UK with a view to adoption 

• Children at independent boarding schools who do not return home 

for holidays and are placed with host families 

• Trafficked children 

 

The Duty to refer to the Local Authority 

Each party involved in the private fostering arrangement has a legal duty 

to inform the relevant local authority at least six weeks before the 

arrangement is due to start. Not to do so is a criminal offence. Once the 

notification has been made to the authority, Children’s Services have a 

duty to visit and speak to the child, the parent and the foster carer; and 

everyone in the foster carers household. Children’s services will then 

undertake a range of suitability checks including DBS checks on everyone 

in the household over the age of 16. 

Other professionals, for example GPs surgeries and schools, also have a 

responsibility to report to the local authority where they are aware or 

suspect that a child is subject to a private fostering arrangement (see 

‘Replacement Children Act 1989 Guidance on Private Fostering 2005 

paragraph 2.6). 

 

Although schools have a duty to inform the local authority, there is no 

duty for anyone, including the private foster carer or social workers to 

inform the school. However, it should be clear who has parental 

responsibility. 

 

Are children in private foster care defined as ‘Children Looked After’? 

No. The term ‘Children Looked After’ means children who are looked 

after by the local authority. Privately fostered children are outside the 

care of the local authority. Schools should not therefore code children in 

private foster care as ‘CLA’. 

 

How do local authorities monitor the welfare of children in private 

fostering? 

The local authority must visit each privately fostered child at least every 

six weeks in the first year of the arrangement; and at least every twelve 

weeks in the second and subsequent year. In some areas schools are 

visited as part of this process to discuss the child with teachers. 

The private foster carer has a duty to inform the local authority of any 

substantive changes to the arrangement or within the household. 

 

Should schools be told about a private fostering arrangement? 

There is no duty for schools to be given information about a child who is 

privately fostered by the family, carer or the local authority. There is 

however a duty on schools to inform children’s services where they 

become aware of such an arrangement. 


